Introduc)on:
Beyond the Radar is a series of experimental coproduc)on ac)vi)es using virtual tools for building
alterna)ve networks, mapping local opportuni)es and
thema)cs, exploring innova)ve virtual co-produc)on
and searching for new cultural ecosystems.
With a focus on the crea)on of new content; virtual
workshops and online studio sessions will aim to coauthor a collec)ve project based on a locally relevant
topic. Drawing from the province, the context should
inform the project through a cross-disciplinary
approach. An openness to engaging across cultural
assets and infrastructure, crea)ve drivers in the ﬁelds of
environmentalism, educa)on, science and technology
and looking at management of natural resources,
geography, history, iden)ty and indigenous knowledge
systems will help shape new ideas and outcomes.

the process proposed here will be engineered primarily
through digital methods, and the approach is aimed at
empowering and up-cycling limited and exis)ng
technological tools, combined with appropriate levels of
mentorship in the applica)on and use of these tools, in
order to s)mulate and advance co-authorship and coproduc)on and enable ar)sts and prac))oners in their
professional prac)ce - their means of connec)on,
marke)ng and self-promo)on. Ul)mately, in service of
an enhanced cultural eco-system that can func)on at a
broader na)onal scale.
The pilot phase:
The pilot phase is projected over a 6-12-month period,
with a built-in review of the methodology, iden)ﬁed
outcomes and small test projects. The inten)on is to
test the approach in the provinces of Mpumalanga and
the Northern Cape during this )me with the inten)on of
replicability in other provinces in South Africa.

Background:
Iden)ﬁca)on / engagement / opportunity:
Discussions between the Na)onal Arts Council and the
Trinity Session around implemen)ng methods of
improved sustainability through online and digital arts
prac)ces, were founded in the Na)onal Arts Council’s
aKendance and par)cipa)on in the Interna)onal
Symposium of Electronic Arts: ISEA2018 Durban,
programme. Central to these discussions was the
interest and poten)al for crea)ve digital prac)ces to
aﬀect social change at the community level with a view
to growth on a na)onal scale.
In accordance with the Na)onal Arts Council’s call for
strategic ar)s)c, cultural and collabora)ve partnerships
in areas of social innova)on and cultural
entrepreneurship; The Trinity Session’s proposal adopts
a pilot approach to cultural mapping and project
iden)ﬁca)on in Mpumalanga and the Northern Cape, in
order to iden)fy ini)a)ves that will beneﬁt from crossdisciplinary and co-produc)on methods.

Through iden)fying and engaging local ins)tu)ons,
project areas and ac)ve individuals, the project will
shortlist a variety of relevant topics and par)cipants for
a series of start-up workshops. These workshops will in
turn provide a broader understanding of the poten)al
for enhanced cross-disciplinary collabora)on and new
mul)-stakeholder partnership opportuni)es that work
towards the ploXng of new cultural ecosystems that are
aKrac)ve to strategic investment.
The processes and workshops men)oned above will
take place between October – November 2020.
Beyond the Radar welcomes expressions of interest
and recommenda6ons.
For Mpumalanga please contact:
Pauline Borton
060 907 0399 pb@onair.co.za

An opportunity for new methods:
In terms of foreseeable COVID based restric)ons and
limita)ons on physical social interac)on and exchange;

For Northern Cape please contact:
Tammy Palesa Stewart
060 603 1655 tp@onair.co.za

