
Legacy and The Trinity Session have had a long-standing relationship in 
promoting original and local art in Legacy hotels and developments. None have 
been as exciting and as bold as the plans for The Leonardo building.

For over two years the curatorial concept for the space has developed into a 
program of integrated design thinking, building artistic opportunities, and 
creating artworks for The Leonardo building. The artworks program is a direct 
response to the building’s name and ambition. Its curatorial approach is inspired 
by the artist Leonardo da Vinci, the visionary inventor. The journey through this 
building is a series of artwork experiences of the four elements (earth, fire, wind, 
water) as the basis of human curiosity. Woven into this journey are local human 
references with artistic narratives and responses. 

With a focus on collective and hand-made production, the Leonardo artworks 
boast a diversity of local young and established artists, designers and fabricators 
that present unique approaches to their usual work and media. Under the 
direction of The Trinity Session, the commissioned site-specific artworks are bold 
statements that are interconnected  by many conceptual threads creating one final 
Masterpiece. 

Marcus Neustetter
The Trinity Session

THE ARTWORKS IN THE LEONARDO

Lorem ipsum
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From the earth, forged in fire and suspended effortlessly above the entrance to the 
Leonardo is a dramatic fusion of engineering and art – half a ton of copper, brass 
and stainless steel floats in a swirling vortex of light and reflections. 
With over 80 000 squares of hand-assembled metal, this epic Da Vinci-inspired 
work takes the minerals extracted from under our feet and veils our ancestral 
heritage in these hard-won metals.

Team: 
Ciara Struwig (lead artist)
Andries Sefuno
Bongumenzi Gamede
Jacques Nel
Mxolisi Mkhonto
Nkosinathi Mthombeni
Paul Setate
Yoliswa Mbobisa

2018-2019 / Approx. 3m x 3m x 8m / Copper, brass, stainless steel

The Ancestor

Lorem ipsumI imagined this Spirit as both monumental and dynamic, but also wanted it to 
inspire quiet reflection and personal interpretation. This work shows how ideas 
can become reality when many hands work together with a common purpose, 
and our shared humanity and origins are revealed. 







Entering The Leonardo, the breath-taking suspension of light and reflective metals 
above are a moment suspended in time – an origin point for all that will follow. 
Below, the golden cracks leading away from the epicenter of an imagined impact 
site remind us of the earth’s perpetual movement and constant shifts. The 
disruption of the elements is often the birthing point for new life and possibilities.

Team: 
The Trinity Session & Marble Classic

2018-2019 / Approx. 8m x 7m / Granite and epoxy grout

Impact

Lorem ipsum

We wanted to create a statement 
that captures time - a moment to 
feel the tectonic plates move 
beneath our feet. 





A forceful representation of the inexorable movement of the earth’s tectonic 
plates. Glowing white plaster dominates the staircase alcove, as if we are looking 
at a cross-section of the earth’s crust  – meticulously hand carved strata construct a 
cave-like realm of texture and pattern reminding us of the layers of history that lie 
beneath our feet.

Team: 
Damien Grivas (team leader)
Angelique Koekemoer
Ciara Struwig   
Marlecia Marais
Patrick Rapai
Paul Setate
Zanre Van Der Walt

2019 / approx. 140m² / Vertic’Art

Strata

Lorem ipsumThe intense process of creating this work, 
made us feel at times like we ourselves were 
embedded deep in the primordial earth, 
only to be birthed into the light. 

© Chryso SA
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© Zivanai Matangi



We are a result of our past and our future is dependent on us. This intricate collage 
in melted plastic captures the human experience of forging this country. In his 
signature medium Buthelezi tells a story of the trajectory of South Africa’s 
collective social and political journey. The artist draws on an enduring tradition of 
utilizing the Fibonacci spiral to outline the importance of building on the past so 
that we might push meaningfully into the future.

Team: 
Mbongeni Buthelezi (artist) 
Mike Hlabangwane (assistant)

2018-2019 / Approx. 140m2 / Repurposed Plastic

Fusion

Lorem ipsum

The task of creating a statement artwork to reflect 
our South African legacy was a challenging one, 
but the end result demonstrates that when we take 
a step back, and with introspection, everything is 
part of a much larger, and continuing story. 







In a rare case of function following form, these artistic statements in the journey 
through The Leonardo building are inspired by shards of crystalline forms. Their 
angles bent out of a single sheet of steel sit in relation to each other. Their fabric is 
carefully selected to mirror the tones of the artworks around them. Much like a 
crystal, forged out of the elements of the earth, it echoes and reflects its surrounds.

Team: 
Jacques Nel 
Marcus Neustetter

2019 / variable / Bent and rusted mild steel, leather, glass

Refract

Lorem ipsum

Furniture is so often purely 
decorative and our aim with 
these pieces was to create an 
artistic statement that links to 
the creative story through the 
building. 



© Zivanai Matangi
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Set into reflective black granite the artist articulates her collection of gold leaf 
embellished animal bones in to a fantastical beast. By paying homage to the 
sculptural perfection of each lifeless bone in relation to the next, a being is 
discovered in the imagination, did it once fly or swim or walk the earth? The gilded 
skeleton reveals a stark contrast of material - that which once held life is melded 
with that for which so much life is taken.

Team
Bronwyn Lace (artist)
Angelique Koekemoer
Masetho Mohohlo 
Nkosinathi Mthombeni
Paul Setate

2017 - 2019 / Approx. 30m² / Gold-leaf, animal bones

Forged Leviathan

When I began to collect these bones ten 
years ago I did not have this final 
configuration in mind, rather I followed an 
impulse to gather and then to adorn. This 
process was my admiration of each 
individual perfect form. 



© Zivanai Matangi



© Zivanai Matangi



Inspired by the growth rings of a tree and its recording of age and history, artist 
Stone Mabunda with apprentice Collin Sibande have transformed Jacaranda and 
Matumi wood in to glimpses of time, from the forming of the cosmos, to fossils of 
early dinosaurs to depictions of ancient worlds through mythological storytelling. 
Each carving is based on the natural form of the wood and tells a story in and of 
itself.

Team: 
Stone Mabunda (lead artist)
Collin Sibande

2018-2019 / Approx. 3m x 2.5m / 
Jacaranda and Matumi wood

Time

Lorem ipsum

The shapes of the trees told us 
what forms would emerge from 
each piece of wood. 





Stretching the full width of the lobby is 42000 meters of hand-wrapped steel, 
copper, and brass wire, twisting into a representation of DNA, the hereditary 
material in all humans and almost every organism known to man. As the two 
chains coil and twist around each other to form a double helix they remind us that 
when art and science are in dialogue with one another there is a capacity to 
develop, grow and reproduce much like this microscopic matter which is both 
common and unique to us all.

Team
The Trinity Session
Ciara Struwig
Nkosinathi Mthombeni
Paul Setate
Jacques Nel

2018 - 2019 / Approx. 110m² / Steel, copper

The meditative act of hand-wrapping so much wire made 
us consider how complex and interconnected our world is.

Our Common DNA







Through the destruction of one element, another is created. Copper plates within 
this artwork were placed around the Leonardo construction site, where they were 
left until the artwork was compiled. These copper plates were scratched, dented, 
driven over by machinery, and dropped – most resulting in a complete 
transformation from their original form, while others remained almost untouched. 
The energy of new developments and creation is captured in these plates. 
Embedded in them is the memory of a time and place in history of The Leonardo 
building under construction.

Chrisel Attewell

2019 / 1m x 4.2m / Copper plates

Leonardo under construction I

Lorem ipsum

Almost as innocent bystanders, these plates 
capture the energy, memory and history of 
the city in a specific time and place.

© Zivanai Matangi
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Lorem ipsum





Ideas manifest the world around us. On this level the solid wood carvings by the 
same artist, Stone Mabunda, are a mirror of this piece and carry the recordings of 
age and history. In juxtaposition this delicate work sketches together threads of  
knowledge as a celebration of the unknown and yet to be fully understood.

Stone Mabunda

2018-2019 / 1.8m x 5.6m / 
Galvanised wire

Thoughts become Things

Lorem ipsum

I draw what I think in wire before I sculpt and carve. 
My drawings are wiry visions of the future of my work.







Etched, scored and inscribed into found wood, artist Winston Luthuli has created 
a complex tangle and vibrant installation. Luthuli responds to each piece of 
recovered Jacaranda root and discarded furniture and subtly sculpts it to reveal a 
story; faces, birds and abstract forms interpret the material and take us on a 
journey of growth and purpose.

Winston Luthuli

2018-2019 / Approx. 24m² / Found wood 

Roots

Lorem ipsum

As I stand in front of the work I 
am reminded that we live in a 
world of entangled stories and 
multiple histories. 



© Zivanai Matangi
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The world and its contents are constantly in motion. Artist Fatima Tayob Moosa 
mimics this motion through mark making and ‘dancing’ with her materials. 
Inspired by the frequencies, cycles and energies of the metaphysical world Moosa 
constructs a pendulum to create her artwork, her key collaborator is earth’s 
gravitational pull and together they make these spirals of infinite creation.

Fatima Tayob Moosa

2018-2019 / 2.6m x 3.3m / Ink and paint on canvas

It Follows a path

Lorem ipsumI see the universe in constant flow and 
flux and attempt to capture its cycles... 





Strikingly positioned in the hallway is a 17-meter-long hand-embroidered artwork 
by artist Lerato Motau. Harnessing humanity’s innate curiosity and desire for 
exploration Motau uses needle-work to simultaneously represent the microscopic 
and the cosmic. Motau’s Shangaan ancestry shines through the work through the 
use of her luminous Mashangane colours and reminds us of a childhood wonder 
at how the world works.

Lerato Motau

2018-2019 / Approx. 25m² / 
Painted, embroidered textile, found objects

Fabric of the Universe

Lorem ipsum

Forms like planets and stars are reduced to their most basic shape, which for me 
is a reminder of how these appeared to me as a child.











A physical and conceptual woven collaboration between carpet designers 
Belgotex and artists from The Trinity Session. 25 meters of continuous entwined 
material transformation gives a striking visual account of the resourcefulness of 
humans in our ability to translate materials while at the same time reminding us of 
our connection to the natural world and its matter.

Team: 
The Trinity Session & 
Belgotex design team

Anisha Singh
Charleen Sorour
Phillip Button
Premla Dhevaraj
Thabisile Ntuli
Vish Orie

2018-2019 / 25m x 3.5m / Custom Carpet

Entwined Matter

Lorem ipsum

Looking closely at our design one can see the complex material transformation 
from one side to another. Look at where time and place are represented as the 
marks and forms change across the woven surface. 

© Belgotex
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Referencing studies of aerodynamics and flight, the work suspended through the 
columns is an exploration of movement and wind. The majestic hand-modelled 
flock of clouds of anodised mesh stretches the full width of the building, 
articulating moving air in a wind tunnel above our heads. The nature of this hard 
metal is turned ephemeral, it plays with light and shadows and reconnects us with 
the spiritual and unknown. 

Team: 
The Trinity Session
Marcus Neustetter
Jacques Nel
Ciara Struwig
Paul Setate

2018-2019 / Anodised aluminium

Murmuration

Lorem ipsum
We were asking ourselves how does one capture the element of wind, visualise 
movement and articulate the form of something that is constantly in motion and 
intangible.



© Zivanai Matangi





Lorem ipsum

I am inspired by the frequencies, 
cycles and energies of the 
metaphysical world.





This line drawing in welded steel presents a view from the vantage point of this 
building before mass urban development. It illustrates mountains and valleys to 
be explored and reminds us of the timeless and majestic static power of earth in 
comparison to the ephemeral motion of the wind and clouds.

Team: 
Angelique Koekemoer
The Trinity Session

2019 / Approx. 30m² / Steel

Silent Landscape

Lorem ipsum

Creating a delicate drawing 
out of steel was a fascinating 
challenge. It had me thinking 
about Da Vinci’s sketches 
towards his inventions and the 
translation from idea to form. 





Phillip Mabote’s hand-carved lino artwork captures the power of a Highveld 
lightning storm. Set against the foreground of an inhabited landscape the work 
depicts the human world at the mercy of the natural worlds immense power. The 
large scale of this piece was compiled through collaboration with a team of 
students and graduates from Artist Proof Studio. Produced by The Artist Proof 
Studio.

Team: 
Phillip Mabote (lead artist) 
Arnold Mabuya
Ben Ngobeni
Betinho Mokwane
Bheki Sibiya
Cynthia Sifa Binene

2018 / Approx. 20m² / Carved and inked Lino

Strike

Lorem ipsum

The intensity of this work was achieved through 
awe inspiring collaboration by multiple artists. 
We were able to find a way to unify our vision 
whilst leaving our individual marks. 

Goolam Saber
Mzuvikile Nxuseka
Nathi Simelane
Precious Mahapa
Samukelo Gogla
Seza Zitha







Jan Maanda Tshikhuthula’s hand carved lino artwork reminds us to look up and 
contemplate everything that exists above and therefore below our bodies. The work invites 
us to escape in to a fantasy world within worlds by depicting landscapes within the clouds. 
The large scale of this piece was compiled through collaboration with a team of students 
and graduates from Artist Proof Studio also seen on the counter on the upper level and 
their individual cloud-scapes extend through the spa. The artwork was an inspiration to 
various design elements in the spa as well as the light feature titled Landscape in Light. 
Produced by The Artist Proof Studio.

Team: 
Jan Maanda Tshikhuthula (lead artist) 
Arnold Mabuya
Ben Ngobeni
Betinho Mokwane
Bheki Sibiya
Cynthia Sifa Binene
Goolam Saber

2018 / Approx. 14m² / Carved and inked Lino

Escape

Lorem ipsum

Many hands worked en masse to trace the scale 
and detail of a dramatic high-veld cloudy sky. We 
were inspired to add our personal landscapes into 
the details of the clouds in order to capture our 
experiences. 

Mzuvikile Nxuseka
Nathi Simelane
Precious Mahapa
Samukelo Gogla
Seza Zitha











Octo, the journey to the eight corners of the earth, references early artistic 
exploration maps, their mythical creatures and unknown territories. This 
hand-worked piece of a larger map invites imaginary journeys and experiences 
and is a prompt for the bar and restaurant, where it hangs, to take on imagined 
flavours and tastes from far and wide. 

Team: 
The Trinity Session

2019 / Approx. 4.5m² / Printed and hand finished wood

The eight corners of the earth

Lorem ipsumMapping the world is a formative human 
activity. This artwork draws inspiration 
from historical and contemporary maps, 
both accurate and imaginative. 





The studies of archeology and astronomy look back in time and help us in our attempt to 
understand our human existence. Through the medium of drawing I have been exploring 
the unknown and the unanswered. As a result the artworks are at times abstract with some 
moments referencing our current existence.

A first human impulse is to stare outward at the universe and ponder, which is often the 
catalyst for inward creation. The works in these passages are based on drawings by Marcus 
Neustetter that take these observations and give them life. Etched into rusted steel, these 
artworks respond to light and shimmer through the passages. 

Perspectives                          The Trinity Session 

2018 / Each Panel 0.6m x 1.2m /  Etched mild steel

© Belgotex



Lorem ipsum Lorem ipsum





As I produce these grinder drawings I realise I am revealing something about a place 
I might know as well as the movement of the elements around me. My gestures and 
resulting marks are a snapshot of a landscape and the flow of life through it.

Abstract landscapes shimmer in aluminum where the anodised layer has been etched 
into with an angle grinder. These grinder drawings express marks of movement and 
represent the fluidity and motion of the elements around us.

Elemental Motion             Paul Setate, Marcus Neustetter 

2018 / Each Panel 0.35m x 1.25m / Anodised aluminum











Lorem ipsum





Andries Sefuno

Sefuno was born in Zeerust, North West Province, and currently lives in 
Randfontein. He is a qualified crafter who graduated from the Imbali Lit-
eracy Project in 2016. Currently, his work is focused on jewellery design. 
Sefuno worked closely with the various metals for the entrance hanging 
work for the Leonardo.

Alex Nkuna

Nkuna was born and raised in Giyani, Limpopo. One of his high school teachers, 
Mr Mthombeni, encouraged him to pursue art as a career. His practice is focused 
on dry point and monotype print making, and he plans to further his studies 
through the Artist Proof Studio. For the Leonardo, Nkuna has worked on a 
number of prints.

Andries Sefuno

SeSefuno was born in Zeerust, North West Province, and currently lives in 
Randfontein. He is a qualified crafter who graduated from the Imbali Literacy 
Project in 2016. Currently, his work is focused on jewellery design. Sefuno worked 
closely with the various metals for the entrance hanging work for the Leonardo.

Angelique Koekemoer 

Koekemoer is a multi-disciplinary artist based in Johannesburg. She obtained her 
Btech (Hons) from the University of Johannesburg in 2013, and has had a range 
of skills such as curatorship, installations, sculpture, and gallery management. 
Koekemoer worked predominantly on the stairway artwork and the steel line 
drawn landscape for the Leonardo, as well as  a number of the other artworks 
across the hotel.

Arnold Mabuya

Mabuya is currently developing his own business, Arts Alive Academy, where he 
teaches art to children in his township with the hopes of exposing them to other 
opportunities in life. He comes from the Artist Proof Studio, and has worked on 
the lino artworks for the Leonardo.

Ben Ngobeni

Ngobeni was a self-taught artist before attending the Katlehong Art 
Centre. Later he joined the Artist Proof Studio where he completed a 
print making course, and currently works as the Assistant Co-Ordinator. 
Ngobeni worked on the carving of lino artworks for the Leonardo. He was 
born in Mpumalanga and currently lives in Katlehong, Johannesburg.



Bheki Sibiya

Bheki Sibiya was born in Katlehong, Gauteng. Starting as a self-taught artist, he 
then went to Katlehong Arts Centre to gain knowledge in the arts, and was later 
referred to enrol with Artist Proof Studio. In addition to working in lino print, he 
works in fashion design and leather crafting. He worked on the lino artworks for 
the Leonardo.

Bokang Mankoe

Bokang Mankoe was born 1992 in Tembisa, Johannesburg. He studied to be a 
printmaker at Artist Proof Studio where he graduated in 2015. Following finialsist 
awards and exhibitions, he worked as an assistant printmaking of the William 
Kentridge Houses which are Marcus Aurelius, Garibaldi, the triumph of Bacchus, 
the Skeleton Horse and Refugees respectively. His artworks can be found in the 
Leonardo meeting rooms.

Bongumenzi Gamede

Gamede was born in Swailand, raised in Ladysmith, and currently lives in 
Jeppestown, Johannesburg. He is a designer, maker, and inventor, who aims to 
bring the arts to the people through creative workshops. He is a graduate from 
the Imbali Literacy Project, as well as a trained teacher. Gamede worked primarily 
on the hanging work which will be visible at the entrance to the Leonardo.

Bronwyn Lace 

Lace was born in Francistown, Botswana, and currently works and resides 
in Johannesburg. Lace studied Fine Arts at Wits University, focusing on the 
relationship between art and other fields such as physics, and education. She 
works with found objects and builds intricate instillations in situ. Lace is currently 
the animateur for The Centre for the Less Good Idea, founded by William 
Kentridge. Lace has been commissioned to create a large-scale sculptural wall 
installation on the ground floor of the Leonardo Hotel.

Chrisél Attewell

Chrisél Attewell is a multidisciplinary South African artist. She received her BA 
Fine Arts from the University of Pretoria in 2016. Since then, her work has been 
represented locally and internationally in numerous exhibitions, residences and 
art fairs. For the Leonardo, she researched the construction of the building 
process and transferred the moments captured on site to her copper plates and 
prints.

Betinho Mokwane

Betinho Mokwane born in 1995 in Soweto, Johannesburg. He is at the 
Artist Proof Studio and participated in the art competition in the Turbine 
Art Fair, where he won third place. He is involved in training programmes 
with the special projects unit in collaboration with commissioned corporate 
companies. He plans to finish his third year and enrol for the 4th year 
internship programme in 2020 to further his studies as a professional 
printmaker at Artist Proof Studio.



Collin Sibanda

Collin Sibanda began working in art in 1994 with Stone Mabunda, together 
they made a steel go-cart at the Soweto Theatre. He also worked with Tsietsi 
Mashinini on the Regina Mundi, and later made wire light fittings at the Redbull 
Amaphiko Academy.

Cynthia Sifa Binene

Binene was born un Lubumbashi, DRC, and lives in Melville, Johannesburg. She 
currently works as a content researcher and has a passion for journalism. She 
was trained at the Artist Proof Studio, and has contributed to the carving of lino 
artworks in the Leonardo.

Damien Grivas 

Grivas is a decorative installation artist, specializing in the design, manufactur-
ing, and installation of public artworks. Grivas matriculated from the National 
School of the Arts in ohannesburg, and has taught himself everything since. He 
worked on a monumental artwork in the stairwell for the Leonardo, using carving 
and sculpting techniques.

David Madlabane

Madlabane was born in the East Rand, Gauteng. He works across a range of 
mediums such as ink, pencil, and charcoal; and is interested in painting, digital 
art, and producing music. He studied at the Artist Proof Studio, specializing in 
silk-screen and relief printing. He has exhibited his work at highly acclaimed ex-
hibitions, and worked on a number of pieces for the Leonardo.

David Tsoka

David Tsoka was born in 1992. He lives in Kwa-Thema in Springs. He completed a 
3-year program at the Artist Proof Studio after which he was appointed as Gallery 
Assistant within the studio and finally in the Pro-shop as a collaborative printer. 
Tsoka has exhibited locally and internationally, featured in various catalogues 
with various publications and collaborated with high profiled artists. His artworks 
are hanging in several of the apartments in the Leonardo.

Ciara Struwig

Ciara Struwig is a Johannesburg based multi-disciplinary artist and project 
manager with a Masters Degree in Fine Arts. She combines her conceptual art 
training with her passion for materiality and has produced several exhibitions and 
projects, managing artists productions, and realising large scale art and design 
projects. Her artistic practice revolves around the ideas of traces, transience, 
and experimental evidentiary methodologies that have led to artworks and 
installations in various media. 



Goolam Saber

Saber was born 1989 in Johannesburg, Gauteng. He is a multifaceted artist 
and designer living and working in Johannesburg. He has been involved in the 
Wang’ Thola Collective and is part of Special Projects and the Education unit at 
Artist Proof Studio. He has exhibited at the Johannesburg Art Fair 2016, 100% 
Design, and Strauss and Co. He is now pursuing a career as an artist, shaman 
and arts educator.

Jacques Nel

Jacques Nel is a designer and production manager with a Masters Degree in 
architecture from Nelson Mandela University. In 2017 he established his own 
firm, JNA Architects, as a vehicle for bespoke architectural and product design. 
He has been involved in various large-scale art productions and installations 
across South Africa that have shaped his view of contemporary design and the 
execution of ambitious ideas. Jacques combines his structural knowledge with 
conceptual design to create functional aesthetic pieces, places and spaces. 

Jan Tshikatula

Tshikatula was born in 1983 in Tzaneen, South Africa. From 2005 - 2009 
Tshikhuthula studied at the Matongoni Art Academy. He obtained his Professional 
Printmaking certificate from Artist Proof Studio in 2010 and has been working 
as an independent artist since then. He has had a number of exhibitions and 
participated in art fairs.

Lerato Motau

Motau was born in Orlando West, Soweto, and is a textile fibre artist, specialising 
in hand embroidery. She has a Fine Arts and Teaching Diploma from the 
Johannesburg Art Foundation, and certificates in Craft Enterprise and Basic 
Embroidery. In addition to her professional practice, she also runs embroidery 
workshops for adults and children, and her work is exhibited locally and 
internationally. Motau created a large-scale piece which are on display outside 
the conference halls in the Leonardo.

Mamorena Malakoana

Malakoane was born 1989, in Johannesburg Soweto. In 2012, she completed 
her first year in Fine Arts at Funda Community Centre. In 2016, she graduated 
from Artist Proof Studio. Malakoane specialises printmaking particularly in 
photolithography, etching, monotype and dry point printing. During her time at 
Artist Proof Studio she has been involved in house exhibitions. She is currently 
the Saturday development programme facilitator at Artist Proof Studio and is 
actively pursuing a career in art and film making.

Fatima Moosa

Fatima Tayob Moosa was born in 1983 in Johannesburg. She received a BA 
interior design in 2008 at the Greenside Design Center and a BA Honours in 
Fine Art at the university of Hertfordshire in Edinburgh through the Interactive 
Design Insitute. Her practice is strongly inspired by the relationship between 
physical and metaphysical energy which she explores through mark making and 
various versions of abstractions. These works can been seen on several walls of 
the Leonardo.



Mario Soares 

Soares left Mozambique for South Africa in 2008, and lives in Soweto. He studied 
printmaking at the Artist Proof Studio (APS) in 2010, graduating in 2013. In 2011, 
hesubmitted a mural for the Hillbrow lanes rejuvenation programme. In 2014, he 
became an intern at APS at the proshop. During this time, he was part of their 
exhibit at the Johannesburg Art Fair as well as the Cape Art Fair in 2015. Soares 
is now a full-time artist whose printmaking and etchings are inspired by Africa’s 
people and their perspectives of the world.

Marlecia Marais

Marais is heavily involved in the arts and culture sector in Johannesburg, working 
as a gallery manager and curator, school art teacher, and a freelance artist working 
in glass, lay, and mosaic. In her free time she studies Theology. She worked in the 
crew for the stairwell artwork in the Leonardo.

Mbongeni Buthelezi

Buthelezi has created a new medium whereby he paints with plastic. He melts 
discarded plastic onto a thick roofing-plastic using a heat gun. His unique paint-
ings are often larger than life, but still very detailed. He has studied at a range of 
highly acclaimed institutions, such as the African Institute of Art, the Johannes-
burg Art Foundation, and the University of the Witwatersrand. He has exhibited 
locally and internationally, and his monumental artwork can be found on the 
ground floor of the Leonardo.

Hlelo Molefe

Methembe Hlelowenkosi Molefe was born in 1995, in Bulawayo Zimbabwe. 
He enrolled at the Artist Proof Studio in 2015 to study printmaking and has 
been on several group exhibitions and projects. Today he specialises in different 
printmaking techniques like etching, linocut and screenprinting and enjoys 
working in charcoal and pencil. His artworks are in the meeting rooms of the 
Leonardo.

Mxolisi Mkhonto

Mkhonto was born and raised in Mpumalanga, and currently lives in Thokoza, 
Eastrand. He is a self-taught artist who crafts leather jewellery, and does portrai-
ture. Later in life he went to the Imbali Literacy Project, where he learnt more 
skills to further his career. For the Leonardo he dedicated his time to crafting the 
Ancestor.

Marcus Neustetter

Johannesburg based artist Marcus Neustetter completed his Masters Degree 
in Fine Arts from the University of the Witwatersrand. Interested in cross-over 
practice, Neustetter has produced projects in the gallery, public and virtual 
domain often at the intersections of art, science and technology, ranging from 
drawing, sculpture, installation, performance, video and multimedia to site-
specific and socially engaged interventions. Over the past 20 years has produced 
projects across Africa, Europe, North and South America and Asian. He is co-
director of The Trinity Session.



Nkosinathi Mthombeni 

Nkosinathi Mthombeni was born in Ladysmith and pursued his interests in 
Johannesburg. He has recently joined the world of art and design with his 
meticulous handwork and patience in assisting artists to craft their works.

Nathi Simelane

Simelane, born 1987, is an independent artist from Mpumalanga, currently based 
in Johannesburg. He graduated with a Visual Arts diploma from the University 
of Johannesburg and works as a special projects and marketing manager at the 
Artist Proof Studio on various corporate art commissions. Artistically Simelane 
works in drawing, mural art and digital design. He draws inspiration from realism 
as well as modern art and design. His preferred mediums are drawing and 
printmaking.

Patrick Rapai 

Rapai’s painting technique is inspired by manmade and natural textures, and 
his subject matter is derived from the African landscape. He has exhibited 
at many shows, locally and internationally, and is a practicing artist based in 
Johannesburg. For the Leonardo, he worked on the sculptural elements in the 
stairwell.

Paul Setate

Paul Setate was born in small town of Gklanda in Mathebeleland, South 
Zimbabwe. Working for various fabrication, design and art companies 
for the last decade, he is skilled in designing objects, prototyping, and 
manufacturing artworks for artists in various materials. He speciality is 
working in wood and steel.

Phillip Mabote

Mabote was born and raised in Qwa-Qwa Free State, and currently resides in 
Lenasia, ohannesburg. He studied professional printmaking at the Artist Proof 
Studio from 2007-2009, specializing in linocut. Mabote has worked on a large-
scale Lino artwork in the eonardo spa.

Mzuvikile Norman Nxuseka

Vukile Nxuseka was born in Soweto and currently living there. His a second 
year student in Artist Proof Studio. Nxuseka exhibited on group shows and 
contributed with wood sculptures and paintings at Soweto Theatre. He is currently 
involved in the training programme with the special projects unit, doing different 
commissioned projects. His looking forward to completing his APS program so 
that he can contribute his art to the world.



Raymond Fuyana 

Fuyana moved from Zimbabwe to Johnnesburg in 2009 seeking a good school 
for the deaf, and ended up at St Vincent’s School for the Deaf. While there, he 
worked with artists and the Bag Factory, and later joined the Saturday Youth 
Portfolio Development at the Artist Proof Studio in 2015 and has been there 
since. He has exhibited his work in a number of renowned shows, and has worked 
on various prints for the Leonardo.

Rhett Martyn

Martyn completed his MAFA in 2012 from Wits University, and is currently head 
of the Design Thinking Program at the Greenside Design Centre. He has a vast 
background in arts education and has exhibited his work at numerous local and 
international exhibitions. For Martyn’s artwork, he explored one of Da Vinci’s 
sculptures that was never completed, and how it could be translated into a con-
temporary artwork.

Seza Zitha

Seza Zitha was born in Katlehong. In 2000 he moved to Palmridge to run a 
personal project to raise money to survive. He then joined Artist Proof Studio 
in 2017. As a student he has been part of several accolades, exhibitions and 
competitions with the Artist Proof Studio and one of the trainees in the Outreach 
& Commissioned programme in the Special Projects unit.

Samukelo Gqola

Gqola was born in Soweto and has a background as a rugby player and a 
carpenter. He is involved with the Artists Proof Studio, and contributed to the 
carving of lino artworks in the Leonardo. It was a great experience for him, and 
he enjoyed working with the team and on the artworks.

Shumani Sidogi

Shumani was born in the Limpopo Province in Venda. He worked as an appren-
tice woodcarver from 2009 to 2014. In 2015 he enrolled at the Artist Proof Studio 
to study printmaking. He has exhibited his prints in a project called Pierneef 
Interpreted, alongside an original collection of Pierneef artworks, has assisted in 
the APS Gallery and worked at the William Kentridge Studio assisting on a set for 
an opera production. He is currently completing his third year and is specialising 
in the print medium of etching and relief printing.

Precious Mahapa

Mahapa was born and raised in Soweto, Johannesburg. She has a background 
in art, music, and photography, and later studied at the Artist Proof Studio. She 
works as a photographer, and Assistant Co-Ordinator for the studio. Her skills 
were instrumental in completing numerous lino cuts for the Leonardo.



Stone Mabunda

Mabunda was born in Mofolo Central, Soweto, and still resides there. He is a 
self-taught artist, working professionally since 1996. He has worked with the 
Trinity Session since 2008 on a number of public artworks across the city. In the 
Leonardo, Mabunda has worked extensively on the wood and wire sculptures, 
and a number of other artworks across the hotel.

Thabang Molefe

Molefe was born and raised in Soweto. In 2015 he matriculated and became 
involved in an NPO, Izinkhanyezi di Naledi Community Development, for the 
next 2 years. In addition to visual arts, he works in the music industry. Molefe 
is furthering his studies at the Artist Proof Studio and has worked on a series of 
monotypes for the Leonardo.

Thuli Lubisi

Lubisi was born in Pretoria, and relocated to Soweto. In 2015 she studied visual 
arts at Funda Arts Centre and joined the Artist Proof Studio in 2016. She has 
exhibited her work at multiple exhibitions and worked on a number of community 
projects across the city. She has used her skills to work on some of the framed 
artworks for the Leonardo.

Toni-Ann Ballenden

Ballenden is no stranger to the South African arts scene, having produced works 
consistently since 1993 after qualifying Cum Laude at the Wits Technicon in 
Johannesburg. She has since exhibited locally and internationally, and her work 
is part of ultiple major collections. For the Leonardo, Ballenden has worked on 
canvas and tudied a specific mark making process.

Winston Luthuli

Luthuli is a Johannesburg based established artist that works in a variety of 
materials. His works in concrete and wood can be seen in public commissions 
throughout Johannesburg. His incredibly crafted works have reached buyers 
overseas and his imaginary assembly of forms have created a signature approach 
to the materials he
sculpts.

Stephen Hobbs

Since 1994, Johannesburg has served as a critical reference point for Stephen 
Hobbs’ artistic and curatorial insights into the - apartheid city turned African 
city - with a particular interest in the impact of defensive urban planning and 
architecture on the behavioural aspects of city and society. His artistic practice 
has taken him to projects in across Africa, Europe and North America. Stephen 
Hobbs graduated from Wits University with a BAFA, in 1994. He was the curator 
of the Market Theatre Galleries (Johannesburg) from 1994 to 2000. Since he is 
co-director of The Trinity Session.



Zanre Van Der Walt 

Van Der Walt was born in Johannesburg and currently lives in Melville. She works 
across a range of creative disciplines, such as fine arts and graphic design, and 
is currently studying architecture. She has experience working in concrete, and 
thus became part of the team that worked on the stairwell in the Leonardo.

Legacy and The Trinity Session have had a long-standing relationship in 
promoting original and local art in Legacy hotels and developments. None have 
been as exciting and as bold as the plans for The Leonardo building.

For over two years the curatorial concept for the space has developed into a 
program of integrated design thinking, building artistic opportunities, and 
creating artworks for The Leonardo building. The artworks program is a direct 
response to the building’s name and ambition. Its curatorial approach is inspired 
by the artist Leonardo da Vinci, the visionary inventor. The journey through this 
building is a series of artwork experiences of the four elements (earth, fire, wind, 
water) as the basis of human curiosity. Woven into this journey are local human 
references with artistic narratives and responses. 

With a focus on collective and hand-made production, the Leonardo artworks 
boast a diversity of local young and established artists, designers and fabricators 
that present unique approaches to their usual work and media. Under the 
direction of The Trinity Session, the commissioned site-specific artworks are bold 
statements that are interconnected  by many conceptual threads creating one final 
Masterpiece. 

Marcus Neustetter
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Yoliswa Mbobisa

Mbobisa was born and raised in the Eastern Cape, but now resides in 
Johannesburg. She is an artist, crafter, and facilitator, working predominantly 
with plastic, and considering how it affects the environment. Mbobisa worked on 
the entrance hanging work for The Leonardo.
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